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</DIV>\
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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">editorials appeared in the <I>Richmond Enquirer </I>urg- <BR>ing that effective measures be instituted to put an<BR>end to slavery. The debate aroused much interest<BR>throughout the South. Substantially all the cur- <BR>rent abolition arguments appeared in the speeches<BR>of the slave-owning members of the Virginia Legis- <BR>lature. And what was done about it? Nothing at<BR>all. The petition was not granted; no action look- <BR>ing towards emancipation was taken. This was<BR>indeed a turning-point. Men do not continue to<BR>denounce in public their own conduct unless their<BR>action results in some effort toward corrective<BR>measures.</FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV ALIGN=\"JUSTIFY\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">Professor Thomas Dew, of the chair of history<BR>and metaphysics in William and Mary College and<BR>later President of the College, published an essay<BR>reviewing the debate in the Legislature and argu- <BR>ing that any plan for emancipation in Virginia was<BR>either undesirable or impossible. This essay was<BR>among the first of the direct pro-slavery arguments.<BR>Statements in support of the view soon followed.<BR>In 1835 the Governor of South Carolina in a mes- <BR>sage to the Legislature said, \"Domestic slavery is<BR>the corner-stone of our republican edifice.\" Sena- <BR>tor Calhoun, speaking in the Senate two years<BR>later, declared slavery to be a positive good.</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font1>THE TURNING-POINT</SPAN><SPAN class=font0>                 </SPAN><SPAN class=font1>65</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:5.5pt 20.3pt 0.0pt 23.2pt; text-align:justify;\">\
<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:15.1pt;\">editorials appeared in the <I>Richmond Enquirer </I>urg- <BR>ing that effective measures be instituted to put an<BR>end to slavery. The debate aroused much interest<BR>throughout the South. Substantially all the cur- <BR>rent abolition arguments appeared in the speeches<BR>of the slave-owning members of the Virginia Legis- <BR>lature. And what was done about it? Nothing at<BR>all. The petition was not granted; no action look- <BR>ing towards emancipation was taken. This was<BR>indeed a turning-point. Men do not continue to<BR>denounce in public their own conduct unless their<BR>action results in some effort toward corrective<BR>measures.</SPAN><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:15.1pt;\">Professor Thomas Dew, of the chair of history<BR>and metaphysics in William and Mary College and<BR>later President of the College, published an essay<BR>reviewing the debate in the Legislature and argu- <BR>ing that any plan for emancipation in Virginia was<BR>either undesirable or impossible. This essay was<BR>among the first of the direct pro-slavery arguments.<BR>Statements in support of the view soon followed.<BR>In 1835 the Governor of South Carolina in a mes- <BR>sage to the Legislature said, \"Domestic slavery is<BR>the corner-stone of our republican edifice.\" Sena- <BR>tor Calhoun, speaking in the Senate two years<BR>later, declared slavery to be a positive good.</SPAN><BR>\
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